The Waffle House Index Working Outline—The Process
Notes: 
· This is a working outline.  It shows the process.  It shows possibilities.  
· This is a model for SWA #8, NOT a template.  Do you need to have two introductory paragraphs?  Not necessarily.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Is this too ambitious?  Maybe.  For SWA #8, it is best to be too ambitious than not ambitious enough.
· As I said in the assignment parameters, use the research.  Use what you have already compiled in the dialogue of sources.
· Also, be aware that you might have to do some additional research to fill in some of the gaps.  Research—and writing about research—is fluid and dynamic.  

YOURS SHOULD NOT BE ANNOTATED.  Mine is annotated to help you think metacognitively about this process.
· Introduction
· Introduction paragraph #1:  My story, post-Hurricane Hugo and the importance of having the Waffle House open after such a terrible disaster	Comment by Andrea West: A short anecdote will serve as a hook, as well as provide historical context to the issue at hand.  
· Introduction paragraph #2:  Overview of the Waffle House Index today; thesis	Comment by Andrea West: The key here will be to as concise as possible, saving details for the body of the essay.
· Thesis: The Waffle House Index is more than just a liaison between a corporation and a government agency; it serves as a lifeline to communities in need.
· Body
· Body paragraph #1:  History of the Waffle House’s corporate philosophy	Comment by Andrea West: The bit in Roger Slavens’ article on the legend of the never-locked doors would be an appropriate way to start the body of the essay.  Gives chronological and narrative exigency.
· Body paragraph #2: Recent history of FEMA
· #2 subtopic:  Hurricane Katrina	Comment by Andrea West: Depending on the amount of material, this could be a separate paragraph.  But for now, it is just a subtopic on how communities lost trust in FEMA.
· #2 subtopic:  The changes under the tenure of Craig Fugate	Comment by Andrea West: Ditto the Hurricane Katrina comment.  Part of the appeal of the Fugate tenure has been the way FEMA has earned back that lost trust from the communities.  Here is where the Steinhauer and Schmidt could be used.  
· Body paragraph #3: Breaking down the Waffle House Index	Comment by Andrea West: Now that there is some foundational context for the audience (always remember your audience!), it is time to break down the Waffle House Index and what it means to communities
· Body paragraph #4:  A case study of a stricken community:  Atlanta Snowmedgeddon	Comment by Andrea West: Why start with this?  Among the curated texts, the Slavens article proved to be the most useful.  In it, there is a lot of detail about the Atlanta Snow Event of 2014.  Also, the information about Atlanta could tie into the previous paragraphs about Waffle House, Inc, based in Atlanta.
· Body paragraph #5:  Waffle Houses and hurricanes	Comment by Andrea West: The research done already has given several examples of Waffle Houses in the hurricane zones.  This was also the basis of the viral map linked on the Vox site, so we are back full circle.
· Body paragraph #6:  The Waffle House Index and economics	Comment by Andrea West: This would be a way to end the body of the essay.  But it is also a section that might be too much for a short essay with research.  You cannot cover everything in your essay.

· Conclusion
· Conclusion paragraph #1: How the Waffle House Index can be applied to other companies to help disaster-stricken communities in need.	Comment by Andrea West: One of those “looking forward” conclusions on how the measure of the Waffle House’s corporate philosophy has benefited communities, so how can other corporations follow its lead?
